Baptist History

Week One -- Introduction to Baptist History

I) Why study this?

a. To know what makes us Baptist, not Protestant or anything else. To know why a reported 50 million people died for the true church. Baptist might just be another denominational title to some people, but by the end of this study, I hope it will not be. 
b. If we don’t recognize our past and how we got here, we will have no idea of what to do in the future.

II) What is church succession and why is it important?
a. Church succession is the idea that since the church Jesus established when he called out His disciples, there have always been true churches all the way until today.

Why? Matthew 16:18 “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

Matthew 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”


These verses prove church succession has to be true. 

b. True churches, therefore, could not have broken off from Catholicism. 
c. Not random “finding the truth.” 
d. From the first church at Jerusalem, churches were planted in Judea, Samaria and Syria. Then on to Asia Minor, Macedonia and Greece.
e. In conclusion, to claim Baptists are Protestants is to call Jesus a liar. He promised the gates of hell would not prevail against the church and he promised to be with the church always.
f. To claim Baptists are Protestants is to say we started in the Reformation. This means we came out of the Catholic church, found out it was bad and looked at Scripture and got back to the right way. So there was a time when the true church was represented by the Catholic church. Jesus said, however, the gates of hell would not prevail against the church. Also, if we are protestants, we needed saviors like Calvin and Luther to show the church the right way. So Christ wasn’t strong enough to keep His church pure and protect it from the gates of hell. This is not true.
III) What is Baptist history not?

a. It is not the idea that a group called “Baptists” always existed. The ideas and principles and doctrines survived from the Apostolic Age. “Baptist” is just a name. These doctrines were evident in a group in every age.
b. The name “Baptist” on a church sign does not make a church the true church of Jesus Christ.

i. There were churches within the groups we’ll be studying who were also off course. But, for the most part, these groups held to the same doctrines we do as Baptists today.
IV) Principles held by Baptist predecessors

a. A spiritual church, Christ its founder, its only head and law-giver.

b. Its ordinances, only two, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They are typical and memorial, not saving.

c. Its officers, only two, bishops (pastors) and deacons; they are servants of the church.

d. Its government, a pure democracy, and that executive only, never legislative.

e. Its laws and doctrines: The New Testament and that only.

f. Its members. Believers only, they saved by grace, not works, through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit.

g. Its requirements. Believers on entering the church to be baptized, that by immersion, then obedience and loyalty to all New Testament laws.

h. The various churches – separate and independent in their execution of laws and discipline and in their responsibilities to God – but cooperative in their work.

i. Complete separation of Church and State

j. Absolute religious liberty for all.

k. If a group did not display these characteristics, it wasn’t a true NT church. If a group did display these, it had to be.

i. As we look at different groups through the years, notice these doctrines and truths in each.

V) How split from true teaching happened (A.D. 251)
a. The first several churches grew very large and had many pastors or elders. Some of these began to take authority they did not have according to Scripture. III John 9 says Diotrephes, a leader of some sort in the church, was causing problems by using authority he didn’t have and claiming preeminence over others. 
i. This was the beginning of an error that spread like wildfire and grew into other errors. The democracy of early churches became in question. Men want power.
b. The next departure, coming before the end of the second century was dealing with salvation. The Jews and pagans looked to ceremony for religion. TOB says, “They had come to look upon types and anti-types, shadows as real substances and ceremonials as real saving agencies. How easy to come thus to look upon baptism. They reasoned thus: The Bible has much to say concerning baptism. Much stress is laid upon the ordinance and one’s duty concerning it. Surely it must have something to do with one’s salvation.” Baptismal Regeneration began creeping in some churches. 
c. The subjects of baptism were the next change. If baptism saves, then you better do it early. This was not sprinkling yet. Some Greek Catholics still immerse babies. Baptism does not save. It is just a symbol. Before this time, only believers were baptized. 
d. These changes didn’t take place overnight. They came slowly and were not in all churches. In A.D. 251, “the loyal churches declared non-fellowship for those churches which accepted and practiced these errors.” This was the first real split among the churches.

e. Baptismal regeneration and infant baptism have caused more deaths than all other errors combined. Over 50,000,000 Christians died martyr deaths because they rejected these two errors in the dark ages.

f. So, we three ideas in true churches that are starting to erode: independence of churches, subordinate character of pastors and believer baptism. 

g. Christianity went through great growth in the first few centuries. Many churches started by apostles are still around. 
h. Persecutions have become worse. Galerius, the pagan Roman Emperor in the early fourth century put out an edict of intense persecution. This was Feb. 24, 303.

i. Eight years later, this edict was so unsuccessful that the same man granted permission to live following Christ. 

j. By 313, Constantine took the throne in Rome. He had a vision that basically told him to convert to Christianity. TOB says, “So under the leadership of Constantine there comes a truce, a courtship and a proposal of marriage. The Roman Empire through its emperor seeks a marriage with Christianity. Give us your spiritual power and we will give you our temporal power.

k. A council was called in 313. Many churches came. They combined and dethroned Christ as head of thye church and put Constantine as head. The hierarcy was formed and this was the beginning of the universal or Catholic church. 

l. There were true churches that never entered into this union. “These Christians (Baptists) nor the churches ever at that time, or later entered the hierarchy of the Catholic denomination.
m. Constantine had not become a Christian through baptism yet, but had agreed to do so. Wondered about sins after baptism. Did baptism wash those away, so he postponed his baptism until right before his death. 

n. There was a split in Rome between the Senate and Constntine.. The seat of the empire moved to Byzantium, which was renamed Constantinople. The Roman Empire then had two capital cities – Rome and Constantinople. Several centuries later there was a rivalry between Greek Ctholics and Roman Catholics.
o. Christians, for the first time, started seeing persecution from Catholics. Before this, persecutions came from Jews and pagans. Constantine didn’t like fact that some Christians wouldn’t join him. They would not join this state religion. He starts using His governmental power. 

p. Churches became legislative in this time. True churches have executive law. NT laws are in Scripture and are unchangeable. Catholic church can make new laws.

q. In 416, Infant Baptism was one of the new laws. NT laws of believer baptism and voluntary personal obedience in baptism were ignored.
r. Churches had unconverted members. Probably wasn’t too long until most people in church were not saved. The “church” was in the hands of lost people, for the most part. 

s. The name “Christian” was not used to describe loyal Christians and churches because they refused to baptize infants or accept any other baptism. Called others names as we’ll see. Later on called Anabaptists.

t. Dark Ages began in 426. 

u. The name pope, which had been used before, was officially adopted by Leo II from 440-461.  
VI) Recent Historians

a. Cross, Page 27: “Until the twentieth century Baptist historians agreed that our Lord had kept His promise to His church which he established while here upon earth, that the gates of hell would never prevail against it. He also said He would be with it to the end of the age.” There are now two thoughts concerning Baptists: 1) There have been true churches in every century since Christ established the first one. 2) Baptists are just another form of Protestants. 
