Baptist History
Lesson 12
I) Baptists in Georgia
Nicholas Bedgewood is the first known Baptist in Georgia. He sailed to America with George Whitefield in 1751. He was in charge of the orphanage of Whitefield, near Savannah. He was converted to be a Baptist in 1757 and joined a Baptist church in Charleston, SC. He was ordained in Charleston in 1759 and returned to Savannah. Benjamin Stirk was a man whom Bedgewood baptized. He became a missionary of the Euhaw Church of South Carolina. He started out with meetings in his home and in Tuckasuking, a town 40 miles north of Savannah. There he “constituted a branch of the church at Euhaw, SC, with which he had connected himself, there being no Baptist church in Georgia.” (William Cathcart, The Baptist Encyclopedia, pg 442)

In 1771, a missionary named Edmond Botsford came to the Tuckasuking. He preached his first sermon to those people in 1771 and was ordained in 1793. “He preached all over the country from Augusta to Savannah, baptized 148 persons, organized the Botsford church 25 or 35 miles below August, and laid the foundation of future churches.” (Cathcart)

Daniel Marshall was another early Baptist preacher in Georgia. (Shubal Stearns’ bro-in-law).  Marshall organized the Kiokee Church.  This was the first Baptist church in Georgia. (1772) His son, Abraham and grandson, Jabez, pastored at the church after he died in 1784. This church was started by a church in Big Stevens Creek, SC.


 The first Baptist association in Georgia was the Georgia Association in 1784, which included six or eight churches. Associations broke off, but by 1810, there were 52 churches in the Georgia Association. 

There were five associations by 1803. Missions were heavily encouraged. In 1813, the Savannah association organized the Savannah Baptist Society for Foreign Missions. The other Georgia associations formed similar societies.


The Georgia, Ocmulgee and Ebenezer Associations united to send missionaries to the Creek and Cherokee Indians.


A state association was formed in 1822. It became known as the Baptist Convention of the State of Georgia. 


On May 8, 1845, the Southern Baptist Convention was formed by churches from Georgia, South Carolina and Virginia.


Quick Look at Differences between Associations and Societies and Conventions


Association – group of churches of like faith and order that fellowship on an equal basis, regardless of its relative size or financial contributions, for some particular purpose such as missions, education and benevolence.


J.N. Hall wrote, “An association is nothing more than a conference of appointed messengers to confer together about things that are best for the growth of the kingdom of Christ. An association has no power at all over the churches and can do nothing more than confer and advise. The churches themselves are the executives of the work of Christ assigned them, and no human society has any right to usurp authority over them or to interfere with their works.”

Society – made up of various entities (churches, organizations and individuals) that work together for a specific purpose. Representation is based mainly on the financial contributions made to advance the society’s goal.


Example: The Baptist Missionary Society in Kettering, England in 1792. It existed to collect financial support from Baptists for William Carey in India. Had limited connection to local churches. Qualification for membership was payment.


Modern conventions are sometime called associations, but are commonly de facto societies. Unlike associations, their basis is financial. Larger churches can have more influence. Modern conventions are more centralized than associations.


II) Triennial Convention


Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice = They had zeal in ministering to the lost. Judson was seeking Baptist support while in India. He wrote, “Should there be formed a Baptist Society for the support of a mission in these parts, I should be ready to consider myself their missionary. 


Thirty-three delegates of a general convention met in Philadelphia in 1814. The two thoughts on the proper method of organizing conflicted. They compromised.


The organization formed the General Convention of the Baptist Denomination of the United States of America for Foreign Missions. 


The following info is from Robert Baker’s “Relations Between Northern and Southern Baptists.”


The organization was called the Triennial Convention because it met every three years. It represented Baptist churches, societies and other groups. Individuals were not involved. The title gives you the society idea because it was geared toward foreign missions only. It also didn’t take on much of the associational thought of all churches associating together regardless of financial contributions.


H. Leon McBeth called the Triennial Convention a “society for foreign missions.”


Francis Wayland, president of Brown University, had supported the TC even though it was more centralized than previous associations. But the more centralized it became, the more Wayland questioned it. He opposed the TC by the mid-1820’s and wanted a more loose-knit association.


From his 1857 Notes on the Principles and Practices of Baptist Churches: “An attempt was made, pretty early in the history of this organization, to give it control over all our benevolent efforts. It was proposed to merge it in our Educational Societies, Tract Societies, Home Mission Societies and our Foreign Mission Societies, so that one central board should have the management of all our churches, so far as their efforts to extend the kingdom of Christ were concerned…(this was defeated)… We look back, at this present day, with astonishment that such an idea was ever entertained.”

III) Southern Baptist Convention

Two factors helped form the SBC – migration of Baptists and slavery.


Baptists were connected by the TC, but the Southwest area was growing astronomically. The churches in the Southwest thought the TC wasn’t doing its job by sending enough missionaries to the area. Many pastors were fine with just staying with the established churches in the North. 


Southern Baptists felt coming out publicly against slavery wasn’t a good idea because of how many slaveowners were church members. In 1844, the Georgia Baptist Convention requested the Home Mission Society based in Boston to appoint J.E. Reeves, a slave holder, as missionary to the Native Americans. The TC refused and Baptists in the South stopped working with the society.


May 8, 1845 – 310 delegates met in Georgia to form the SBC. Its plan was “for eliciting, combining and directing the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort, for the propagation of the gospel.” (Cathcart, Baptist Encyclopedia)

The slavery issue was huge. Baptists preachers like Edmund Botsford, Peter Bainbridge and Richard Furman had many slaves. J.R. Graves spoke in support of slavery.


Back to Georgia Baptists


Joseph A. Scarboro (1857-1932) was a proponent of Landmarkism in Georgia. Ben Bogard wrote of Scarboro in “A Leader Who refused to be Called a Leader,” – Elder Scarboro was self-educated and became a mental giant. Unequaled as a theologian, as a public speaker few equaled him. He used his abilities in championing righteous causes unafraid to challenge anything he believed was wrong.”

Scarboro was at the forefront of the dispute between the SBC and Gospel Missions.


The way that the SBC did mission work came under fire. J.R. Graves, a major figure in Landmarkism, spoke for many hours on the floor of the SBC in 1859, arguing that missionaries should be sent out and supported directly by local churches or individual churches working together as scriptural associations rather than being under the authority of the FMB. 

The issue was set aside for years because of the Civil War. The Direct Gospel Missions Movement started in the 1880’s. This movement led to the withdrawal of Landmark Baptists to form separate associations in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. 


Tarleton Perry Crawford was the leader of the Gospel Missions movement.  He felt called to go to China as a missionary. He was ordained and endorsed for support by the Big Hatchie Association, the most Landmark association in the SBC at that point. 

Crawford went to China and found the mission work to be corrupt. Missionaries weren’t willing to go to lass safe areas and were unwilling to learn the language, so they’d pay Chinese nationals to do so and to preach for them. These people would then take advantage of the money they were being paid by the missionaries. So money was being wasted because missionaries didn’t want to do their job. 


Crawford wanted to throw himself into the language and culture of the people whom he was trying to win for the Lord. He attended the 1859 SBC meeting and heard Graves call for the eliminating of the board system. This board selected, appointed, directed and supported the foreign missionaries. The Landmarkers called this system unscriptural and said missionaries should be sent out by the local church. These calls for change didn’t have an effect on what the SBC did. 

Crwaford returned to China and lived in Tung Chow (northern area) until shortly before his death. He didn’t pay others to do his work. He spoke Chinese, wore the native dress, ate their food and lived in comparable housing. Why would anyone from China want to listen to what he said if he did differently? 


He started disputing with the board about how mission work was done. He wanted to see more self-supporting works that didn’t depend on foreign aid. 


He and others formed the Gospel Mission Association of North China in 1890. He wrote in his work called Churches to the Front! “I am not opposed to the existence of Conventions, Societies, Boards or Committees of the proper kind, but I am deeply opposed to all those which intrude themselves and their enterprises upon the Churches.” His name was removed from the board’s approved list. Others followed suit. This led to the formation of the General Association of Missionary Baptist Churches in 1905. 

Back to Scarboro – He published a Baptist paper in Georgia as early as1889. His paper gave him a way to speak out against the board method of missions. He even wrote a book on the subject. He left the SBC and joined with the Landmarkers in Arkansas, who would help form the General Association in 1905.


Scarboro served as a missionary for the General Association. His sending church was Poplar Springs BC in Summitt, GA, and he was a missionary to several southeastern states. He continued to be a missionary for the ABA after 1924. Some Georgia churches moved over to the ABA as a result of Scarboro’s work.

IV) Tennessee Baptists

In 1768, a treaty was signed with the Cherokees that allowed settlers to live in Eastern Tennessee. The earliest Baptists started settling in the Boones Creek and Watauga River area. 

The Holston Association in Tennessee was a collection of Separate and Regular Baptists. They accepted the Philadelphia Confession of Faith, but only as a general guideline. 


Tidence Lane was a man whom Shubal Stearns led to the Lord. He was a member of the Sandy Creek church in North Carolina. He was ordained in 1772. As we talked about two weeks ago, the Battle of Alamance, an early fight between colonists and authorities, sent many people away from Sandy Creek. Many went to Tennessee. Lane led a group of church members and they organized the Buffalo Ridge Baptist Church around 1779.

By 1781, five or six churches had been organized and they decided to form an arm of the Sandy Creek Association. This was a temporary plan and the Holston Association came into existence by 1786. 


Lane was one of the six ministers who co-founded the association. By this time, Lane was a messenger of the Bent Creek Church. Lane was the first pastor of an organized church of any denomination in Tennessee. In J.J. Burnett’s Sketches of Tennessee’s Pioneer Baptist Preachers (p. 321), it says, “Tidence Lane has also the distinction of being the first Moderator of the first association of any denomination in the state, the old Holston, organized at Cherokee meeting house, in Washington County, on Saturday before the fourth Sunday in October, 1786, ten years before Tennessee was admitted into the union.”


The Holston Association was formed by seven churches. For some reason, Buffalo Ridge was not part of this. Lane was at Bent Creek BC by this time. The association did not legislate to the churches but served as an advisor. The ABA History book says it was a missionary-minded association. 

1784 was the year Lane moved to Bent Creek and helped organize Bent Creek Baptist Church in 1785. 


Jonathan Mulky was also pastor at Buffalo Ridge BC and is recorded to be the first Baptist preacher to settle in Tennessee. He is buried at Buffalo Ridge BC.


The Holston Association was (from Burnett), “not an association of ministers, but of churches, organized, not to legislate but to give counsel, each being an independent body. The Association answered queries sent up by the churches, and gave advice on such matters as points of doctrines, church discipline, the duties of deacons, qualifications of deacons’ wives, the laying on of hands, footwashing, etc. One of the ministers, Jonathan Mulky, was a pioneer preacher of the Baptist order before the Declaration of Independence. … The Association was missionary from the beginning. The third Introductory Sermon (1790) preached by William Murphy, from Matthew 28:19 (“Go Ye Therefore”) was a missionary sermon. This was 24 years before the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society was organized, 55 years before the Southern Baptist Convention began work and 22 years before Adoniram Judson was ordained as a Foreign Missionary. In 1802, the year before the body was divided (that the Tennessee Association might be formed) – that is, in a period of 16 years from its organization – the body had grown to 36 churches and 2,477 members.


In 1802, churches were allowed to leave the HA to form the Tennessee Association, centered around Knoxville. 

Many other associations started up during the next few decades. 

In 1824, churches in Middle Tennessee had doctrinal arguments over election and the extent of atonement. Division between churches and the association came up. 


Alexander Campbell soon moved into the area. He was the founder of the Church of Christ movement. The First Baptist Church in Nashville split because their pastor followed Campbell’s teaching. So, central Tennessee had doctrinal problems all over the place creeping into churches.


In 1833, the Tennessee State Convention was started. We will pick up here next week. 

