Baptist History

Week Two – Baptist Predecessors
The groups we’ll talk about today are difficult to find primary sources of history about. They were heavily persecuted and had much of their literature and history destroyed and most of their history is written by their enemies. They definitely had sects within the sects that had some strange ideas, but these groups held to believer baptism and immersed in baptism. These are the closest groups we have to documented groups that held to Scripture. 
Read quote from Spurgeon on Page 21 of “The Baptist Heritage.”
I) Welsh Baptists – Most info is from “History of the Welsh Baptists” by Jonathan Davis and “History of the Baptists in Wales” by Joshua Thomas.
Paul references them in II Tim. 4:21. From Paul came the most direct historical lineage of Baptists. Claudia and Pudens went to Rome and took the gospel back with them to Wales. They had true teaching from Paul. The Welsh were just a tribe in Great Britain at the time. After 10 years of trying the Romans grabbed a foothold in England but never really conquered. Roman soldiers dwelt among the Welsh for many years. 
Families from Wales visited Rome. Claudia and Pudens were among these. Paul was a prisoner in Rome and preached there under house arrest for two years. 

Jonathan Davis, on Page 7 of “History of the Welsh Baptists” writes, “These (Claudia and Pudence) together with other Welshmen, among the Roman soldiers, who had tasted that the lord was gracious, exerted themselves on behalf of their countrymen in Wales, who were at that time vile idolaters.” That any apostle ever preached in Wales can’t be proven. “The Welsh lady, Claudia, and others, who were converted under Paul’s ministry in Rome, carried the precious seed with them and scattered it on the hills and vallies of Wales, and since that time, many thousands have reaped a most glourious harvest.”

In the year 180, two ministers named Faganus and Damicanus, who were born in Wales, but saved in Rome, were sent from Rome to help Christians in Wales. (Dr. Heylin’s Cosmography). These two ministers led many pagans to Christ.

First large-scale martyrdom in 285 during Diocletian’s reign. Alban was the first Welshman on record to die for Christ. Next were two ministers in South Wales, Aaron and Julius. Christian writings and meeting places were destroyed.



In 596, the Roman Catholic Monk Austin went o England and Wales expecting to find pagans and convert them. He found old churces and colleges in Carleon and Bangor.
I.K. Cross says in “The Battle for Baptist History,” “The same mountainous terrain that held back the Roman invaders also secured these Baptist churches from destruction by the efforts of the roman church during the Dark Ages.”
Joshua Thomas, who wrote “The History of the Baptists in Wales,” was born in Wales in 1719 where the Baptists had survived. Thomas pastored for 43 years in Herefordshire, England. First Baptist association of churches formed in America was formed of churches of Welsh immigrants.

Joshua Thomas writes, “In the year 1701, there was a number of members of the Baptist churches in the counties of Pembroke, Carmarthen and Cardigan, included to emigrate to Pennsylvania. Having consulted among themselves, they laid the case before the churches, which agreed to grant them leave to go. But the churches considered that as they were sixteen members, and one of them an ordained minister, it would be better for them to be constituted a church in their native land. They agreed, and did so. Being thus formed a church, they gave them a letter of recommendation for their reception as brethren, should they meet any of the same faith, order and practice.” Page 2, The American Baptist Heritage in Wales. 

“A History of All Religions of the World” was published in 1883 by Gay Brothers and company in New York. The book bears the seal of the Randolph Macon College in Ashland, Virginia, which closed in 1958. It said about the Welsh Baptists: “It is conceded that during the dark ages they Welsh churches remained pure and never bowed the knee in submission to the Papal power. The writer has been informed by an eminent Welsh clergyman that there is one Baptist Church in Glamorganshire claiming to have evidence of its existence for 800 years.” (The Baptist Heritage, J.M. Holliday, Page 18) 

These groups “Exalted the Scriptures above tradition and church authority; held to the doctrine that the church should be composed only of regenerate persons; believed that Christ is the only Head of the church; baptized believers only; rejected infant baptism; considered immersion as the baptism of the New Testament; and denounced the union of church and state.”

We have to really cling to believer’s baptism when we look at these groups. 
II) Montanists

Montanists arose about A.D. 150 in Phrygia and were in Asia, Africa and Europe over the next 500 years. August Neander (1789-1850) called Tertullian “the Montanist” and said he belonged to that group.  They were all about living a pure life. John Christian says, “They held that science and art, all worldly education or gay form of life, should be avoided, because such things belonged to paganism. The crown of life was martyrdom. Religious life they held to be austere. Against a mortal sin the church should defend itself by rightly excluding him who committed it, for the holiness of the church was simply the holiness of the members.”
The new church, which turned into the Catholics, were not setting forth the example of living a pure life. (Moeller, Montanism in Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, III.1562). The Montanists rejected infant baptism. Opponents of the Montanists didn’t have a problem with their understanding of the Trinity or of the Scripture. They believed in believer’s baptism and did not accept the baptism of the Catholics. (Schaff, History of the Christian Church Vol. 2, Page 427). They rejected episcopacy and the right of the bishop’s claim to exercise the power of the keys.
This movement spread through North Africa and Asia Minor. It appealed to strict moralists. The Montanists were condemned and councils were called against it. But Montanism continued for centuries, and finally became known under other names (Eusebius, The Church History, 229 note 1 by Dr. McGiffert).

III) Novatians and Donatists
In A.D. 250, Novatian opposed the election of Cornelius as the pastor of the church in Rome. He said he did not want the position himself, but pleaded for the purity of the church. Novatian took many pastors and churches with him. These churches flourished for centuries. 

"Great numbers followed his (Novatian’s) example," says Dr. Robinson, "and all over the Empire Puritan churches were constituted and flourished through two hundred succeeding years. Afterwards, when penal laws obliged them to lurk in corners, and worship God in private, they were distinguished by a variety of names, and a succession of them continued till the Reformation" (Robinson, Ecclesiastical Researches, p. 126. Cambridge, 1792).

"What is still more," says Mosheim, "they rebaptized such as came over to them from the Catholics" (Mosheim, Institutes of Ecclesiastical History I. p. 203. New York, 1871).

“The churches thus formed upon a plan of strict communion and rigid discipline, obtained the reproach of Puritans.” (G.H. Orchard, A Concise History of Baptists, pg. 55)
Crespin, a French historian, says that the Donatists held the following views: “First for purity of church members, by asserting that none ought to be admitted into the church but such are visibly true believers and true saints. Secondly, for purity of church discipline. Thirdly, for the independency of each church. Fourthly, they baptized again those whose first baptism they had reason to doubt. They were consequently termed rebaptizers and Anabaptists.” 
David Benedict, a Baptist Historian, classified the Donatists as Baptist predecessors. 

Heman Lincoln, though he disagreed with a lot of what Benedict said, did admit this much: “It is evident that the Donatists held, at some period of their history, many of the principles which are regarded as axioms by modern Baptists. In their later history, after a stern discipline of persecution, they maintained, as cardinal truths, absolute freedom of conscience, the divorce of church and state, and a regenerate church membership. These principles, in whose defense they endured martyrdom coupled with their uniform practice of immersion, bring them into close affinity with Baptists (Lincoln, The Donatists. In The Baptist Review, p. 358, July, 1880).

IV) Paulicians

Brought to prominence in A.D. 660 by Constantine, who was given a New Testament by a stranger. He was saved and gathered other converts quickly. He was in Armenia. They increased rapidly and were scattered by persecution. By the 11th century, they were in almost every part of Europe. St. Bernard, in the 12th century, said, “If you interrogate them about their faith nothing can be more Christian. If you examine into their conversation, nothing can be more blameless, and what they say they confirm by their deeds. For what regards life and manners, they attack no one, they circumvent no one, they defraud no one.” (The Baptist Encyclopedia, William Cathcart, Page 18.)

W.A. Jarrel, in Baptist Church Perpetuity or History, writes about an inquisitor named Reinero that said, “They (Paulicians) say that a man is first baptized when he is received into their community and has been baptized by them and they hold that baptism is of no advantage to infants, since they cannot actually believe…While I have more testimony to prove the Paulicians were Baptists as to the ordinances, I conclude this point with these as amply sufficient. 1) They did administer the ordinances. 2) only to believers. 3) They recognized the Scriptural truth, that only immersion is baptism. 4) As they baptized only believers they believed in a regenerate church membership.”

Neander wrote about this group and claimed Constantine was original founder. Gibbon, a secular historian, said the Paulicians rejected relics and pagan images of the Catholics, and recognized Baptism and communion as the only prescribed ordinances of the New Testament. He also says they shared the tenets of the Montanists. These people were slaughtered. The Empress Theodora destroyed 100,000 of these people. (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Edward Gibbon. Volume 3, Pages 302-308.)
V) Albigenses 

 Center of group was in town of Albi in Southern France. Some writers say they came from Paulicians, others that they had been in France for centuries. 

Jones’ History of the Christian Church I, pg. 287 says the Albigenses were known for their wanting to live pure lives. They said there was no need for priests, that Christians are not under the Law of Moses, ceremonies of the church in Rome were futile and useless and they did not accept infant baptism and they did baptize by immersion.

Prominent in 10-13th centuries.

Popes launched several crusades against the Albigenses. These included one led by Innocent and Simon de Montfort against the Albigenses of Southern France in 1209 and Cardinal Henry in 1180. (Earle E. Carnes, “Christianity Through the Centuries and Thomas Armitage’s “A History of the Baptists.”)
The Catholics would kill their own to make sure they killed all the Albigenses.

Armitage on 279 says, “Seven thousand had taken refuge at the church of St. Magdelene, and the monk Peter tells us with the most ferocious coldness that they ‘killed women and children, old men, young me, priests, all without distinction.’ There were many Catholics in the town, and the “Holy Legate” was asked how these should be spared, when he commanded: ‘Kill them all, God will know His own!’ Lest a heretic escape they piled all in an indiscriminate heap, and the Chronicle of St. Denis gives the whole number as sixty thousand.”

On Page 278, Armitage writes, “They rejected the Romish Church and esteemed the New Testament above all its traditions and ceremonies. They did not take oaths, nor believe in baptismal regeneration; but were ascetic and pure in their lives; they also exalted celibacy.” (not required)
VI) Waldenses
From Europe. 

Some writers have tried to say that these were two different groups of people, but Jones said, “When popes issued their fulminations against the Albigenses, they expressly condemned them as Waldenses.” He also said, One inquisitor who was an enemy of these people acknowledged they existed at least 500 years before Peter Waldo. 
This is from Samuel Morland’s book (1658), “The History of the Evangelical Churches  of the Valleys of the Piemont.” (Pages 30-34.)
Confession of the Faith of the Waldenses, copied out of manuscripts from 1120.

Article 1 – They held to the 12 articles of the apostles creed.

Article 2 – We do believe that there is one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


Article 3 – They list the books of the Old and New testament and list the Apocryphal books as not being part of the inspired record.


Article 4 – They state God created all things good, forming Adam in His own image and likeness, but that Adam sinned, and through him sin entered into the world, and all men are now sinners. 


Article 5 – That Christ was promised to our father who received the law, that they through the law might know they were sinners and look for the coming of Christ to satisfy the laws for their sins.


Article 6-- “That Christ was born in the time appointed by God the Father. That is to say, in the time when all iniquity abounded, and not for the cause of good works, for all were sinners: but that he might show us grace and mercy, as being faithful.”


Article 7 –That Christ is our life, truth, peace and righteousness, as alos our Pastor, advocate, Sacrifice and Priest, who died for the salvation of all those that believe, and is risen for our justification.

Article 8 – “In like manner we firmly hold, that there is no other Mediator and advocate with God the Father, save only Jesus Christ. And as for the Virgin Mary, that she was holy, humble and full of grace: and in like manner do we believe concerning all the other saints, that being in heaven, they wait for the Resurrection of their bodies at the Day of Judgment.


Article 9 – We believe that after this life, there are only two places, the one for the saved and the other for the damned, the which two places we call paradise and hell, absolutely denying that purgatory invented by Antichrist, and forged contrary to the truth.


Article 10 – “We have always accounted as an unspeakable abomination before God, all those inventions of men, namely, the Feasts and vigils of saints, the wafer which they call holy. As likewise to abstain from flesh upon certain days and the like, but especially their masses.”


Article 11 – “We esteem for an abomination and as Anti-Christian, all those human inventions which are a trouble or prejudice to the liberty of the Spirit.


Article 12 – The sacraments are signs of holy things, visible forms of the invisible grace. It is good to use them, but you can be saved without them. 

Article 13 – “We acknowledge no other Sacrament but baptism and the Lord’s Supper.”


Article 14 – “We ought to honor the secular powers, by subjection, ready obedience and paying of Tributes.”


Did the Waldenses immerse? 


Yes, even Catholics did until 14th century. Everts says of Thomas Aquinas, a prominent Catholic theologian, “Thomas Aquinas, the chief of the schoolmen, who flourished about the year 1250, says in his theology, that while immersion is not essential to the validity of baptism, still, as the old and common usage, it is more commendable and safer than pouring.” W.W. Everts Jr. (The Church in the Wilderness, page 37.)


So, one would have to prove the Waldenses were the ones who changed to sprinkling before it became common with Catholics. 


Were the Waldenses Pedo-baptists?


The modern Waldenses are. 


Early Waldenses, however, did not. Reinerius Saccho was a Roman Catholic inquisitor and persecutor of the Waldenses. He was a Waldenesian before that. He wrote a book called, “Of the Sects of Modern Heretics” in 1254 and wrote in there, “Secondly, they condemn all the Sacraments of the Church; in the first place, as to baptism, they say that the Catechism is nothing – also, that the ablution which is given to infants profits nothing.” (Brian Tierney “The Middle Ages, Volume 1: Sources of Medieval History” page 223.)

There is no record of the Waldenses ever refuting the fact they stood for believer’s baptism. Considering how much they suffered because of it, you would think there would be if the charge wasn’t true. 
During the Reformation, the Waldenses split into two groups – one that maintained their doctrines and flowed into the Baptists of today and a group that went into Protestants and are still around Southern France and Northern Italy today. They are similar to Presbyterians today. 

VII) Lollards

G.H. Orchard, in his book “A Concise History of the Baptists” says on Page 332, “A bold and intrepid teacher was raised up among the Beghards, or Picards, in 1315, in the person of Walter Lollard, who became an eminent barb or preacher among them, and from whom the Waldenses were called Lollards. Clark says Lollard stirred up the Albigneses by his powerful preaching, converting many to the truth, and defending the faith of these people. Moreland asserts he was in great reputation with the Waldenses, for having conveyed their doctrines into England, where they prevailed all over the kingdom.” 

VIII) Anabaptists

Any group of Baptist-minded people were called Anabaptists in the Reformation. Anabaptist does not always signify a Baptist group. Some protestant groups were called Anabaptists. We call these true churches Baptists because they maintained the doctrines and practices that flowed from Christ through them to the present-day Baptists. 


 Anyone who “rebaptized” Catholics were called Anabaptists. 

John Christian, on Page 87 of BHI says, “The Anabaptist movement was the continuation of the old evangelical faith maintained by the Waldenses and other Medieval Christians.”

