Baptist History
Lesson 4
I) Menno Simons 
Much of this info is from Richard B. Cook’s The Story of the Baptists in All Ages and Countries.)
-Ordained as a Catholic priest in 1515 or 1516.

-Sicke Snyder was beheaded for being “rebaptized” in 1531. His holding to his belief of believer’s baptism made an impression on Menno. He started researching it and could not find infant baptism in the Bible. 
-1536, he left the Catholic church

-He said he "prayed to God with sighs and tears that He would give to me, a sorrowing sinner, the gift of His grace, create within me a clean heart, and graciously through the merits of the crimson blood of Christ, he would graciously forgive my unclean walk and unprofitable life..." “Thus have I, a miserable sinner, been enlightened of the Lord, converted to a new mind, fled from Babel, entered into Jerusalem, and finally, though unworthily, called to this high and arduous service.”
-“I write to you the truth in Christ, and lie not. In the year l524, being then in my twenty-eighth year, I undertook the duties of a priest in my father's village, called Pingjum, in Friesland. Two other persons of about my age, also officiated in the same station. The one was my pastor, and was well learned in part; the other succeeded me; both had read the scriptures partially; but I had not touched them during my life, for I feared, if I should read them they would mislead me. Behold! such a stupid preacher was I, for nearly two years.”
 (Menno Simon’s Renunciation of the Church of Rome.” A.D. 1554)

-“Not willing to yield, he consulted other celebrated reformers, but all these he found to be at variance, as to the grounds of the practice, consequently he became confirmed that the Baptists were suffering for truth’s sake. In studying the word, convictions of sinfulness, and of his lost condition became deepened; and he found God required sincerity and decision. He now sought new spiritual friends, and found some with whom he, at first, privately associated, but afterwards became part of their community.”

-In 1539, Menno was hiding in the house of a friend, Tiaert Keynerts. He escaped but bus friend was arrested and refused to reveal Menno’s whereabouts and was eventually tortured and killed. (Cook)
-In 1543, a price was put on Menno’s head. Many traitors tried to trap him, but through God’s providence, Menno always escaped. (Cook)
http://e-menno.org/ren.htm
Menno died in peace. “A kind nobleman the lord of Fresenburg, Holstein, beholding the sufferings of the Anabaptists, and observing the true nobility of their character, invited them to settle upon his estates, where he would extend to them his protection. Many accepted his generous offer, and before long whole churches were living there in prosperity and peace. Here, Menno lived the latter part of his life, sending into the countries around the written word of life, and here he died, January 13th, 1559.” (Cook, A History of the Baptists…page 69.)

Mennonites now practice sprinkling and immersion. 


Morgan Edwards, quoted from Cook’s book (page 51: “The Mennonites in Pennsylvania and in other parts of the world have somewhat deviated from Menno, in matters both of faith and practice; and particularly in that of baptism. He, in his declaration concerning Christian baptism in water, printed in 1539, expressly saith, “After we have searched ever so diligently we shall find no other baptism besides dipping in water, which is acceptable to God, and maintained in His Word.”) 


Menno goes on to say immersion was the form of baptism taught by the apostles. Mennonites immersed unless they converted someone while in prison or were otherwise prevented from use of a river or lake.


Mennonites also called Dutch Baptists. Originated in Holland, but were very strong in Germany as well.

II) John Wycliffe (1324-1384)
-Nicknamed the “Morning Star of the Reformation” for being a predecessor of the Reformation.
-lay preacher who believed in preachers, or priests, should live in poverty (thought continued with the Lollards).

-Wycliffe’s Bible

-Bones burned 40 years after death and ashes thrown into a river.
-Highly educated man at Oxford

Fuller, Church History of Britain I, Page 441: Thomas Walden, an opponent of Wycliffe, said of Wycliffe’s beliefs, “That it is a blasphemy to call any ‘head of the church’ save Christ alone.” There were just two church offices in the apostles’ time: priests and deacons. Bishop is no different than a priest. He believed in predestination and believed baptism was symbolic, not regenerating.

Thomas Walsingham, 15th century chronicler and monk who is considered the main authority for English history during his years (died in 1422), says Wycliffe believed in consubstantiation concerning communion. (Walsingham, Historia Anglica, pg 191) 
Baptists believe that communion or Lord’s Supper is strictly memorial. (Refer to PowerPoint slide.)
John Christian writes in Chapter 14, Volume I of “A History of the Baptists,” “It is evident that Wyclif made great advances in reform over the Roman Catholic Church of his day. Year after year marked a further departure from Rome and her dogma.”

According to Walden, Walsingham, and Collier, Wycliffe didn’t believe in the necessity of infant baptism. He was against it, but didn’t believe unbaptized babies would go to hell.

Some writers want to call Wycliffe a Baptist, but I would just say he had some Baptist-like beliefs. He was, however, dismissed from Oxford University in 1381 because of his beliefs.
Wycliffe was the first to start translating the Vulgate into English. Thus, we get the Wyclif’s Bible. This term refers to Scripture translated by him or Scripture that he had others translate.

The Lollards, led by Walter Lollard, united with followers of Wycliffe. 
“That the denial of rights of infants to baptism was a principle generally maintained among Lollards, is abundantly confirmed by the historians of those times.” (Neal, History of the Puritans, II, Page 354)

Followers of Wycliffe, after his death, ended up being referred to as Lollards. Wycliffe died of apoplexy, which just means some sudden death – stroke, heart attack, etc., on Dec. 31, 1384.
The Constitutions of Oxford written in 1408 prohibited lay people from teaching, writing theology or translating the Bible into English. The Lollards were advocates of having laymen teach and preach.

Pope Martin V, under authority from the Council of Constance, declared that Wycliffe’s books be burned and that his bones be dug up and burned and the ashes be thrown into the River Swift in Lutterworth.

Wycliffe’s followers increased to 100,000 in England (Cook, “The Story of the Baptists…” Page 76) and by 1400 English rulers were imposing the death penalty on dissenting Englishmen (Orchard, “History of the Baptists in Britain, pgs. 4-6.)
This law was to suppress the Lollards or Wycliffites. 

Walter Hook in “Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury,” VI, pg.123, says the Lollards eventually merged with the Anabaptists and this was hastened by the fact that their political principles were identical.

Lollards continued to the Reformation.

Mosheim, in “Institutes of Ecclesiastical History,” (II, Pg 49) writes, “The Wycliffites, though obliged to keep concealed, had not been exterminated by 150 years of persecution.”

A man named William Sawtre was martyred under the law that punished Lollards. 

In the reign of Henry V, many heretics were burned. The Lollards Tower was constructed. Cook, on Page 77 of his Baptist History says, “The huge rings and staples to which the suffering Christians were fastened before being taken to the stake, are now preserved in the lumber room of the palace. These, with the tower itself, are silent witnesses of suffering patience and cruel wrongs.”

Waldenses, in Southern France and Northern Italy, flowed into the Lollards of England, who mixed in with followers of Wycliffe. 

Lollards – Not all believed in consubstantiation. 

Moving on, historian David Benedict recorded a portion of Claude’s Essays Volume II, “I have seen enough to convince me that the present English dissenters contending for the sufficiency of Scripture, and for Christian liberty, to judge of its meaning, may be traced back to the Apostles.” He says all these dissenters in England stood for true Christianity, one branch stood uniformly against infant baptism. All were enemies of the established hierarchy.

Claude said he had evidence from William Gray, bishop of Ely (1454-1478), which proved in the year 1457, there was a Baptist congregation in Chesterton.

